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the various heavy business on my hands prevent me from coming forward if I thought I could be of any real use % neither would a contested eledion frighten me, though I don't like such things. It is therefore with the greatest regret that I find I must needs say ' no'; and this simply because I feel that I am not the man to fill the post: I suppose the ledlures a Poetry Professor should give ought to be either the result of deep and wide scholarship in the matter, or else pieces of beautiful and ingenious rhetoric, such, for example, as our Slade Professor could give; and in both these things I should fail and do no credit either to the University or myself. It seems to me that the fraffice of any art rather narrows the artist in regard to the theory of it; and I think I come more than most men under this condemnation, so that though I have read a good deal and have a good memory, my knowledge is so limited and so ill-arranged that I can scarce call myself a man of letters: and moreover I have a peculiar inaptitude for expressing myself except in the one way that my gift lies. Also may I say without offence that I have a lurking doubt as to whether the Chair of Poetry is more than an ornamental one, and whether the Professor of a wholly incommunicable art is not rather in a false position: nevertheless I would like to see a good man filling it, and, if the critics will forgive me, somebody who is not only a critic. I ask your pardon for writing so much about myself, but your kindness has brought it on your head."
Shairp was ele&ed without a contest to the professorship : and the chair was dignified by an occupant of unimpeachable orthodoxy, of a most kindly and courteous nature, and of some merit both as a critic and as a poet.
-.1,gnition from my University, apart from considerations of fitness on my side : nor would laziness orhimself and his folk stoutly against it at every step. What a glorious outcome of the worship of Courage these stories are."               J
